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town1. The Portuguese, indeed, did not in the end obtain as
much gold through Arguim as at the outset they had expected.
It was from slaves rather than from gold that huge profits
were made in the Arguim trade. Cadamosto records that in his
time 1000 negro slaves were annually shipped from Arguim to
Portugal2. The slaves were brought from far in the interior to
the market at Wadan, and from there, while some were taken
northwards to the Mediterranean ports, others were taken west-
wards to Arguim. The slave trade sustained for more than a
century the life of this island base. Successive governors of
Arguim devoted most of their attention to the administration of
the slave trade, sending reports home of the number and condi-
tion of the slaves available in the factory; begging for supplies to
feed the slaves and merchandise suitable for barter with the
Arab merchants in order to obtain more slaves; drawing the
attention of the home government to the fact that the white
population on the island was very small, while the slave popula-
tion was liable to become intolerably large and get out of con-
trol, if ships were not sent from Lisbon to take the negroes
away; and even negotiating with the King of Portugal to supply
negroes from Arguim for the castle of Sao Jorge da Mina,
where black merchants were prepared to accept slaves in ex-
change for gold. Moreover, chains, rings, fetters and bolts
figured prominently among the goods which the Portuguese
contractors sold to the Arab merchants in Arguim. Illustrations
of all these features of the part played by Arguim as an entrep6t
in the slave trade between the western Sudan and Europe may be
found below (docs. 11,25,32-4,39,40,48, 67). When, however,
this trade dwindled into insignificance by comparison with the
transatlantic slave trade, the importance of Arguim began to fall.
This decline was pronounced by the middle of the reign of
King John III3. There were many additional contributory
causes. The upkeep and provisioning of the fort with its sur-
rounding settlement were sometimes difficult. Arguim was not a
very favoured island. There was, it is true, a supply of fresh
1 Esmeraldo, bk. i, ch. 25.              2 Cadamosto, ch. 9.
3 M. de Sousa Coutinho, Annaes do Ret D. Joao III (ed, A. Herculano;
1844), p. 405.